GILDING GALLIPOLI |

WHEN ASKED TO DESIGN THE SITE FOR
THE ANZAC DAWN SERVICE AT GALLIPOLI,
DM TAYLOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
FELT A MONUMENTAL APPROACH WAS
INAPPROPRIATE BECAUSE OF THE
PLETHORA OF MEMORIALS ALREADY
THERE.BY MATHEW TAYLOR.

"Anzac stood, and still stands, for reckless valour in a good cause, for enterprise,
resourcefulness, fidelity, comradeship, and endurance that will never own defeat.”
CEW Bean (official Australian war historian)

t can be said that Australia has two symbolic places of the heart, one being Uluru and the other Gallipoli. Gallipoliis Top: The ANZAC
Commemorative Site has

enough space for 15,000 dawn
service visitors.

Above: Gallipoli's rugged
coastline.

the place where Australians first fought as a nation, showing courage, resourcefulness and mateship in extreme
adversity. It is known as Australia's "baptism of fire". For these reasons, Gallipoli has long been a place of pilgrimage,
with relations of soldiers who fought there making their journey to the peninsula from 1919 to the present day.
It is an area of national significance for Australia, New Zealand and Turkey. For the Turks this is where Kemal, later to
become Ataturk, the first leader of the Republic of Turkey, was instrumental in the defeat of the Allies.
Prior to the campaign of 1915, Gallipoli had been a place of conflict, with close proximity to the city of Troy and subject
to territorial struggles between Europe and Asia Minor over a number of centuries. As Les Carolyn notes in his book,
Gallipoli (published in 2001), "Because it was fought so close to his old home ground, Homer might have seen this
war on the Gallipoli Peninsula as an epic. Brief by his standards, but essentially heroic."
The casualties in the campaign amounted to over 40,000 Allied troops killed and 97,000 wounded; the effect on the
populace in Australia and New Zealand was understandably shocking. The first commemoration of the campaign at
Gallipoli occurred in Australia and New Zealand on April 25,1916.
As a result of the dramatic events of WWI, and as partial atonement for the grief and guilt, there was a plethora of
memorials builtin the 1920s and '30s, both on the battlefields and throughout the countries engaged in the campaigns,
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